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Notre Dame

ltwasmorethan75yearsagothatadramaticnickname
coinedbyapoeticsportswriterandthequick-thinkingactions
ofacleverstudentpublicityaidetransformedtheNotreDame
backfieldofStuhidreher, Crowley, MillerandLaydenintothe
mostfabled quartetincollege football history.

QuarterbackHarryStuhldreher, lefthalfbackJmCrowdey,
righthalfback DonMillerandfullback Elmer Laydenhadrun
rampantthroughlrishopponents defensessincecoachKnute
Rocknedevisedthelineupin1922duringtheirsophomore
season. ButthefoursomeneededsomehelpfromGrantiand
Rice, a sportswriter for theNew York Herald-Tribune, to
achievefootballimmortality. AfterNotre Dame's13-7victory
over ArmyonOctober 18,1924, Rice penned the most
famouspassageinthehistoryofsportsjoumnalism.

“Outlinedagainstablue, gray Octoberskythe Four
Horsemenrodeagain.

“Indramaticloretheyareknownasfamine, pestilence,
destructionanddeath. Theseareonlyaliases. Theirrealnames
are:Stuhidreher, Miller, CromeyandLayden. Theyformedthe
crestaftheSouthBendcyclonebeforewhichanatherfighting
AmyteamwassweptovertheprecipiceatthePoloGroundsthis
afternoonas55,000spectators peered downuponthe
bewideringpanoramaspreadoutuponthegreenplainbelow.”

GeorgeStrickler, thenRockne'sstudentpublicityaideand
latersportseditoroftheChicago Tribune, madesurethe
namestuck.AftertheteamarrivedbackinSouthBend, he
posedthefourplayers, dressedintheiruniforms,onthebacks
offourhorsesfromaliverystableintown. Thewireservices
pickedupthenow-famousphoto,andthelegendarystatus
oftheFourHorsemenwasinsured.

The1999seasonmarkedthe 75thanniversaryofthe
FourHorsemen'ssenioryearanddecendentsofeachmember
ofthatgroupwerehonoredattheNotreDamevs.Navygame
onOctober30,1999.

“Atthetime, | didn’trealize theimpactitwouldhave,”
Crowleysaidlater. “Butthethingjustkindofmushroomed.
Afterthesplurgeinthepress, thesportsfansofthenationgot
interestedinusalongwithothersportswriters. Ourrecord
helped, too. Ifwe'dlostacouple, Idon'tthinkwewouldhave

Afterthatwinover Army, Notre Dame'sthirdstraight
victoryoftheyoungseason, the lrishwererarelythreatened
therestoftheyear.A27-10winoverStanfordinthe 1925
Rose Bowl gave Rockne and Notre Dame the national
championshipandaperfect10-Orecord.

The Four

Horsemen

Asitusuallyiswithlegends, the FourHorsemeneamed
theirspatingridironhistory. Aithoughnoneofthefourstood
tallerthansixfeetandnoneofthefourweighedmorethan
162 pounds, the Four Horsemen mightcomprise the
greatestbackfieldever. Asaunit, Stuhldreher, Crowley,
MillerandLayden played 30gamesandonlylosttoone
team, Nebraska, twice.

Stuhidreher,a5-7,151-pounderfromMassillon, Ohio,
wasaself-assuredleaderwhonatonlycouldthrowaccurately
butalso returned puntsand proved asolid blocker. He
emergedasthestartingsignalcallerfourgamesintohis
sophomoreseasonin1922. Hewasoftenlabeledcocky,
feistyandambitious, buthisfieldgeneralshipwasunmatched.

Crowley,whocametoNotre Damein1921fromGreen
Bay, Wis.,stood5-11andweighed 162pounds.Knownas
“SleepyJim”forhisdrowsy-eyedappearance, Crowley
outmaneuveredmanyadefenderwithhisclever, shifty
ballcarrying.

Miller,anative of Defiance, Ohio, followedhisthree
brotherstoNotreDame. At5-11,160pounds, Millerproved
tobetheteam’sbreakawaythreat. AccordingtoRockne,
Milerwasthegreatestopen-fieldrunnerheevercoached.

Layden, thefastestofthe quartet, becamethe Irish
defensivestarwithhistimelyinterceptionsandalsohandled
thepuntingchores. The6-0,162-pounderfromDavenport,
lowa, boasted 10-secondspeedinthe 100-yarddash.

Aftergraduation, thelivesofthe FourHorsementook
similarpaths.Allbegancoachingcareerswiththreeofthe four
oceupyingtoppositions.

Laydencoachedathisaimamaterforsevenyearsand
compileda47-13-3record.Healsoservedasathleticdirector
atNotreDame. AfterabusinesscareerinChicago, Laydendied
in1973attheageof70.

CrowleyooachedVinceLombardiatFordhambeforeentering
businessinCleveland. Hediedin 1986 attheage of 83.

Stuhldreher,whodiedin 1965attheage of63, became
athleticdirectorandfootballcoachatWisconsin.

MillerleftcoachingafterfouryearsatGeorgiaTechand
beganpracticinglawinCleveland. HewasappointedU.S.
DistrictAttorneyforNorther OhiobyPresidentFrankiinD.
Roosevelt. Millerdiedin1979attheage of 77.

Allfourplayerseventuallywereelected tothe National
Football Foundation Hall of Fame — Laydenin 1951,
Stuhldreherin1958, Crowleyin 1966 andMillerin 1970.

 Outinedagainstablue, gray OctoberskytheFourHorsemenrodeagain. Indramatic
loretheyareknownasfamine, pestilence, destructionanddeath. Theseareonlyaliases.
TheirrealnamesareStuhldreher, Miller, CronieyandLayden. Theyformedthecrestofthe
SouthBendcyclonebeforewhichanotherfighting Armyfootballteamwassweptoverthe
precipiceatthePoloGroundsyesterdayafternoonas55,000spectatorspeereddownon
thebewilderingpanoramaspreadonthegreenplainbelow.

Acyclonecan'tbesnared. ltmaybesurrounded, butsomewhereitbreaksthroughto
keepgoing. WhenthecyclonestartsfromSouthBend, where thecandlelightsstillgleam
throughthe Indianasycamores, thoseintheway musttake tostormcellarsattopspeed.
Yesterdaythecyclonestruckagain,asNotre DamebeatArmy13to 7, withasetofback-
fieldstarsthatrippedandcrashedthroughastrong Armydefensewithmorespeedand

power thanwarning cadetscould meet®

—GrantlandRice
New YorkHerald Tribune
October 19,1924
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TheFourHorsemen— DonMiller, ElmerLayden,imCrowleyandHarry Stuhidreher

FOUR HORSEMENCAREER STATS

Rushing Passing Receiving Int.Rets. PuntRets. Kickoff Ret.
No. Yds. D Att. Cmp. Yds. D No. Yds. D No. Yds. No .Yds. No. Yds. D PAT Pts.

JimCrowley

1922 75 566 5 21 10 154 1 — — — 2 9 4 36 — — 5 4 34

1923 88 536 4 36 13 154 1 1 44 = 4 31 = = 4 89 4 15 39

1924 131 739 6 26 14 236 2 12 265 & = = = = 4 52 9 17 71

Totals 294 1841 15 83 37 544 4 13 309 3 6 40 4 36 8 141 18 36 144
ElmerLayden

1922 80 453 0 17 9 173 2 4 57 1 2 5 2 27 2 38 1 & 9

1923 102 420 5 6 3 51 — 6 78 2 3 58 1 1 6 110 7 5 47

1924 111 423 5 6 1 18 = 1 10 = 2 59 = = 5 111 6 4 40

Totals 293 1296 10 29 13 242 2 11 145 3 7 122 3 28 13 259 14 12 96
Don Miller

1922 87 472 3 — — — = 6 144 1 = = = = 5 179 5 = 30

1923 89 689 9 — — — — 9 149 1 1 — 4 69 1 15 10 — 60

1924 107 763 5 1 — — — 16 297 2 2 43 — — 1 20 7 — 42

Totals 283 1933 17 1 — — — 31 590 4 3 43 4 66 7 214 22 — 132
Harry Stuhldreher

1922 26 49 5 15 8 68 3 6 95 1 — — 28 199 1 10 6 — 36

1923 26 50 2 19 10 205 3 7 63 — 3 — 38 308 — — 3 1 19

1924 17 19 & 33 25 471 4 5 52 = = = 22 194 2 13 & 1 19

Totals 69 118 10 67 43 744 10 18 210 1 3 — 88 701 3 23 12 2 74
CompositeTotals 939 5188 53 180 93 1530 16 73 1254 11 19 205 99 834 31 637 *66 50 446

*Miller alsoscored 1 TDonakickoffreturn, Layden 1 TDonaninterception returandStuhldreher 1 TDonapuntretum.
Puntingstatistics: Layden, 112puntsfor36.4average; Crowley, 7puntsfor38.0average.

Statisticsdonotinclude 1925Rose Bowlagainst Stanford.




